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Dr Narendra Mohan Gupta, Head, Applied
Chemistry Division, BARC, was honoured by the
Catalysis Society of India with the S.K
Bhattacharya Endowment Eminent Scientist
Award. This felicitation and award function
formed the part of the 16! National Symposium
and the First Indo-German Symposium on
Catalysis, held at the Indian Institute of Chemical
Technology, Hyderabad, during February 6-8,
2003. Dr Gupta is the fifth recipient of this
prestigious life-time achievement award instituted
by the Catalysis Society about 12 years ago.
This honour comes to Dr Gupta for his
contributions to the applied as well as the
fundamental research in the areas of
heterogeneous catalysis and surface science.

Some of the topics pursued by Dr Gupta relate
to: Studies on the dynamics of molecular motions
in the confined spaces of zeolitic materials,
structure-activity  relationship in  catalytic
processes, development and characterization of
tailor-made mixed oxide catalysts, anchoring and
encapsulation of nano-size metal oxide
crystallites within the channel system of
mesoporous materials, catalytic properties of
intermetallics, radiation effects in catalysis,
catalytic poisoning, and the surface processes
occurring during catalytic reactions.

Some of the catalysts developed by Dr Gupta
and his research group for the requirements of
Department of Atomic Energy include : Catalysts
for the mitigation of Hz in containments of nuclear
power reactors during the severe accident
conditions, catalysts for recovery of CO. in
sealed-off CO laser, and the hydrophobic
catalysts for isotopic exchange between
hydrogen and water.

Dr Gupta is a Fellow of the Maharashtra
Academy of Sciences. He is also a recipient of
Hari Om Ashram Prerit Shri S.S. Bhatnagar
Research Award - 1998 for contributions in



Catalysis and a DMCC Visiting Fellowship at
UDCT, Mumbai - 1998.
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Dr G.P. Kothiyal, Head, Glass and Ceramics
Technology Section of TPPED, BARC, was
honoured by MRSI Medal Lecture award for the
year 2003 in 14t Annual General Meeting of
Materials Research Society of India (MRSI) held
at BARC during February 11-13, 2003. The
award has been conferred upon him for his
outstanding contributions in the field of materials
science and engineering. The award carries a
medal, certificate and a cash prize of Rs. 2000/-.
The award is given by MRSI every year on an all
India basis. He has also been honoured recently
(2002) for his remarkable editing ability by Indian
Society of Health, Environment, Education and

Research  (ISHEER),  Jodhpur  Chapter.
Dr Kothiyal has been associated with the editorial
board of Vaigyanik, a quarterly Journal of Hindi
Vigyan Sahitya Parishad, BARC, for the last
twenty years and is currently its Chief Editor.
Earlier, he was honoured by a title of 'Vigyan
Vachaspati' by Vigyan Parishad Prayag in 1999,
for his contribution in the field of science
communication/popularisation in Hindi. He has
published more than 100 papers in International/
national journals/proceedings in the area of
materials science. He is a recognised Ph.D.
guide in Physics from University of Mumbai.



